
Emily Brown’s Notes on MCCC Board of Directors Meeting on 8/21/19 
 
Thanks to Catherine for the opportunity to attend this meeting and being to learn about how 
our union functions at the state level.  Much appreciated. 
 
Commissioner Santiago presented on many initiatives, including that the state received 
a  Lumina Grant. After the presentation, the board asked questions during a Q&A session. 
 
The Commissioner gave the following relevant information: 

1. The contract will be funded through a supplemental budget, though as of Wednesday 
Governor Baker had not submitted the supplemental budget. 

2. The Lumina Grant may help, though K-12 gets priority.  

The following concerns of the Board were raised to the Commissioner: 

1. No one from the administration seemed to have approval authority during the 2nd round of contract negotiations 

(acknowledged) 

2. Illiterate and under-prepared students are being admitted to college courses (acknowledged, noted a change in 

leadership has been made) 

3. The Board of Registration of Nursing is coming down harder on community college nursing programs. 

4. Retrenchments are rampant at community colleges state-wide, and need to stop. Many colleges are considering 

votes of no confidence (issue will be brought before the council) 

5. Concern was expressed as to whether or not the MCCC will have a member on the Advisory Group (an open 

meeting will be held during which outside groups can attend- the topic of membership was avoided). 

Every member of the board must sign a conflict of interest letter (Catherine, I'll put this in campus mail for you). 

 

A letter sent to chapter presidents regarding the Massachusetts Paid Family and Medical Leave Act must be 

distributed before September. Not doing so may cause undue anger and misunderstanding as to the cause of taxes 

being taking out of paychecks, and MCCC wants to make it clear that they are fighting this tax hike. This 

communication is vital to those unaware of the new tax. 

 

VP Report: The Collective Bargaining Dues Bill has bipartisan support in the house and the senate, though the 

governor has vetoed it. The bill is slated to go back to the floor to override the veto in September . 

 

Treasurers Report: A surplus will be used to address MCCC building repairs and other unforeseen charges. Reported 

that the union did not lose $65,000 as was the concern earlier.  DCE: 68% membership, Day 75% membership. 

 

There was an issue with the sign-up cards and the MTA wanted to recall them, but they've already been sent out.  

Evidently the language used reflects more of Janus that the MTA would have liked. It's probable that we will make 

our own membership cards next year. 

 

https://www.luminafoundation.org/grants
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-registration-in-nursing

